
“Hell to Pay is a truly impressive work of military history.”
� —WILSON D. MISCAMBLE, author of From Roosevelt to Truman
U.S. planning for the invasion and military occupation of Imperial Japan 
was begun in 1943, two years before the dropping of atom bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In its final form, Operation Downfall called for a 
massive Allied invasion to be carried out in two stages. In the first stage, 
Operation Olympic, the U.S. Sixth Army would lead the southernmost 
assault preceded by the dropping of as many as nine atom bombs behind 
the landing beaches and troop concentrations inland. Sixth Army would 
secure airfields and anchorages needed to launch the decisive second 
stage, Operation Coronet, five hundred miles to the north in 1946. 

Hell to Pay brings the political and military ramifications of the enormous 
casualties projected by both sides in the climatic struggle to bring the 
Pacific War to a conclusion through a brutal series of battles on Japanese 
soil. This groundbreaking history counters the revisionist interpretations 
questioning the rationale for the use of the atom bomb and shows that 
President Truman’s decision was based on very real estimates of the truly 
horrific cost of a conventional invasion of Japan.

D. M. Giangreco served for more than twenty years as an editor for Military 
Review, and he is the award-winning author or coauthor of numerous 
articles and books, including The Soldier from Independence, War in Korea, 
1950–1953, and Eyewitness Vietnam, written with Donald L. Gilmore.

Actor Danny Campbell spent six years with the Independent Shakespeare 
Company in Los Angeles and has appeared on the hit CBS program The 
Guardian. His recent audiobooks include Once a Spy by Keith Thomson 
and Magnetic Partners by Stephen J. Betchen. 
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