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Thomas Sowell, one of America’s leading voices on racial and ethnic matters, 
asks: “What is it that allows certain groups to get ahead?” He asserts that productive 
skills are the key to understanding the economic advancement of particular racial or 
ethnic groups, as well as countries and civilizations, and that the spread of those skills 
explains much of the advancement of the human race. Whether these skills, aptitudes, 
and disciplines are called “culture” or “human capital,” they explain far more than 
politics, prejudice, or genetics. Race and Culture encompasses dozens of racial and 
ethnic groups, living all over the world, over a period of centuries. Due to its breadth 
and scope, this study is able to test alternative theories empirically on a vast canvas in 
space and time. Its conclusions refute much, if not most, of what is currently believed 
about race and cultures.

“For the better part of the last decade, Mr. Sowell’s books on race, economics, 
and markets have constituted a rare repository of insights on some of the most 
pressing social-science concerns of our times.”                 —Wall Street Journal

Thomas Sowell has taught economics at Cornell, UCLA, Amherst, and other 
academic institutions, and his Basic Economics has been translated into six languages. 
He is currently a scholar in residence at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. 
He has been published in both academic journals and such popular media as the Wall 
Street Journal, Forbes magazine, and Fortune, and he writes a syndicated column that 
appears in newspapers across the country.

Tom Weiner, a dialogue director and voice artist best known for his 
roles in video games and television shows such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
and Transformers, is an Earphones Award winner and Audie® Award 
nominee. He is a former member of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.
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