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Over the past few decades, a handful of scientists have been racing to explain 
a disturbing aspect of our universe: only four percent of it consists of the 
matter that makes up you, me, our books, and every star and planet. The rest is 
completely unknown. 

Richard Panek tells the dramatic story of the quest to find this “dark” matter 
and an even more bizarre substance called “dark energy.” This is perhaps the 
greatest mystery in all of science. Based on in-depth reporting and interviews with 
the major players, from Saul Perlmutter and Robert Kirshner to Vera Rubin, the 
book offers an intimate portrait of the bitter rivalries and fruitful collaborations, 
the eureka moments and blind alleys, that have fueled their search, redefined 
science, and reinvented the universe. 

Panek’s fast-paced narrative brings this epic story to life for the very first time.

“Allows us to see in a different light a history that was in front of our eyes 
all along.”                                    —Boston Globe on Seeing and Believing

Richard Panek is the recipient of a Guggenheim fellowship and the author of 
The Invisible Century and Seeing and Believing. He has frequently written for the 
New York Times as well as Discover, Smithsonian, Esquire, and Outside, among 
other publications. He lives with his wife, Meg Wolitzer, and their two sons.

Ray Porter has appeared in numerous films and television shows and garnered 
two Audie® nominations as well as multiple Earphones Awards and enthusiastic 
reviews for his sparkling narration of audiobooks. A fifteen-year veteran of the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, he lives in Los Angeles with his wife and son.
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