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This is a definitive account of the American experience in Afghanistan from
the rise of the Taliban to the depths of the insurgency. After the swift defeat of
the Taliban in 2001, American optimism has steadily evaporated in the face of
mounting violence; a new “war of a thousand cuts” has now brought the country
to its knees. n the Graveyard of Empires is a political history of Afghanistan in
the “Age of Terror” from 2001 to 2009, exploring the fundamental tragedy of
America’s longest war since Vietnam.

Examining what has worked thus far—and what has not—this serious and
important book underscores the challenges we face in stabilizing the country
and explains where we went wrong and what we must do if the United States
is to avoid the disastrous fate that has befallen many of the great world powers
to enter the region.

serves as an advisor and plans officer for the commanding
general of U.S. Special Operations Forces in Afghanistan. He lives outside
Washington, D.C., and contributes regularly to the New York Times, Wall Street
Journal, and Washington Post. He was named one of 2008’s “Best and Brightest”
young policy experts by Esquire.

is a professor of political science at South-
.| ern Oregon University in Ashland, Oregon. He received his doc-
# ¥ '| torate in American politics from the University of California, Da-
vis. He has done voice-over work for radio and film and is also an
accomplished jazz guitarist.
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