
“T. H. Breen’s American Insurgents, American Patriots is a pioneering and riveting 
new analysis of how America was born.”
—DOUGLAS BRINKLEY, author of the New York Times bestseller The Wilderness Warrior

Before there could be a revolution, there was a rebellion; before patriots, there 
were insurgents. Challenging and displacing decades of received wisdom, 
T. H. Breen’s strikingly original book explains how ordinary Americans—most 
of them members of farm families living in small communities—were drawn 
into a successful insurgency against imperial authority. This is the compelling 
story of our national political origins that most Americans do not know.

A few celebrated figures in the Continental Congress do not make for a 
revolution. It requires tens of thousands of ordinary men and women willing to 
sacrifice, kill, and be killed. Breen not only gives the history of these ordinary 
Americans but, drawing upon a wealth of rarely seen documents, restores their 
primacy to American independence. Mobilizing two years before the Declaration 
of Independence, American insurgents in all thirteen colonies concluded 
that resistance to British oppression required organized violence against the 
state. They channeled popular rage through elected committees of safety and 
observation, which before 1776 were the heart of American resistance. American 
Insurgents, American Patriots is the stunning account of their insurgency, without 
which there would have been no independent republic as we know it.

T. H. Breen is the William Smith Mason Professor of American History at 
Northwestern University. The author of several works of history, including The 
Marketplace of Revolution, Breen has also written for the New York Times 
Magazine, the London Review of Books, and the New York Times Book 
Review. He lives in Evanston, Illinois.

John Pruden is a professional voice actor who, in addition to his audiobooks, 
records corporate and online training narrations, animation and video game 
characters, and radio and TV commercials. His audiobooks include Race for 
the Dying by Steven Havill and An Eagle Named Freedom by Jeff Guidry.
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