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A New York Times Notable Book
A Los Angeles Times Best Book
A Times Literary Supplement Best Book of 2001

In this landmark study of Western thought, Anthony Gottlieb looks afresh 
at the writings of our great thinkers. From the pre-Socratic philosophers like 
Empedocles, through the celebrated days of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, and 
up to the Renaissance visionaries like Erasmus and Bacon, Gottlieb traces the 
progress of our philosophy as a phenomenon unconfined by any one discipline. 
Through example and anecdote, he builds a vivid portrait of the human drive 
for understanding, providing a fresh appreciation of the philosophical quest, its 
entertaining and bizarre byways, and its influence on every aspect of life.

“Gottlieb’s elegant survey brings a breath of fresh air….This eloquent 
book offers a lively chronicle of the evolution of  Western philosophy.”

—Publishers Weekly

Anthony Gottlieb is the executive editor of the Economist. He studied 
philosophy at Cambridge University and University College, London, and 
has been a Visiting Fellow at Harvard University. He writes regularly on 
philosophy for the New York Times Book Review.

Nadia May is one of the pioneers of audiobook narration, with 
twenty-five years of recording and over six hundred titles to her 
credit. Named one of AudioFile’s Golden Voices, she has won 
sixteen Earphones Awards. She is also a well-known stage actor in 

the San Francisco Bay Area, where she lives with her husband and two badly 
behaved dogs.
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