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ACTUAL SIZE

Starring: June Angela, Takayo Fischer, Dian Kobayashi,
Lane Nishikawa, Sab Shimono, Greg Watanabe & Annie Yee

Producing Director: Susan Albert Loewenberg
Directed by Phillip Kan Gotanda

The Ballad of Yachiyo is a tale of illicit passion by Guggenheim-winning 
playwright Philip Kan Gotanda, set in 1919 among the lush cane fields 
of Hawaii. Inspired by true events in the playwright’s family, The Ballad 
of Yachiyo follows 16-year-old Yachiyo as she reluctantly leaves her 
impoverished parents to live with sophisticated relatives. Her mother 
hopes she will learn the Japanese tea ceremony and other refinements 
that will help attract a wealthy husband. But as Yachiyo acquires civilized 
graces from her hostess, Okusan, she also struggles with a growing 
passion for Okusan’s handsome, dissolute husband. The Ballad of 
Yachiyo is a gripping story of poetic imagery by one of America’s leading 
contemporary playwrights.
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All rights reserved. Cover Designer: DENNIS RAMIREZ. Funded in part by
The Peter Glenville Foundation, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The 
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Running Time: 87 Minutes
Unabridged

BALLAD OF YACHIYO
BY PHILIP KAN GOTANDA

L.A. Theatre Works offers the world’s largest collection of classic and contemporary plays, 
recorded in state-of-the-art sound, starring today’s most popular and acclaimed actors. To 

receive a free catalogue and learn more about L.A. Theatre Works, please email audiosales@
latw.org, visit us at www.latw.org or call (800) 708-8863.

B
A

L
L

A
D

 O
F

 Y
A

C
H

IY
O

B
Y

 P
H

IL
IP

 K
A

N
 G

O
TA

N
D

A


