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Haunted by an ancestor’s tale of near death on a distant World War I bat-
tlefield, James Carl Nelson set out in pursuit of the scraps of memory of his
grandfather’s small infantry unit. Years of travel across the world led to the re-
trieval of unpublished personal papers, obscure memoirs, and communications
from numerous doughboys, as well as original interviews with the descendents
of his grandfather’s comrades in arms. The result is a compelling tale of battle
rooted in new primary sources and one man’s search for his grandfather’s legacy
in a horrifying maelstrom that is today poorly understood and nearly forgotten.
Nelson’s account follows the members of Company D, 28th Infantry Regiment,
United States First Division, from enlistment to combat to the effort to recover
their remains, focusing on three major battles at Cantigny, Soissons, and Meuse-
Argonne.
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A STORY of THE GREAT WAR

JAMES CARL NELSON is a journalist who has worked as a staff writer for
the Miami Herald. He is a member of the Western Front Association, which
is devoted to the study of the Great War. He lives in Eden Prairie, Minnesota.

RAY PORTER has garnered two Audie® nominations and a
multitude of enthusiastic reviews for his sparkling narration of
audiobooks. He has also appeared in numerous films and television
shows, including Frasier, ER, Will & Grace, The Suite Life of Zack
and Cody, and Almost Famous. A fifteen-year veteran of the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, he lives in Los Angeles with his wife and son.
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