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One of the National Review’s 100 Best Non-Fiction Books of the Century 

One of the greatest dramas in all of modern times involves the peopling 
of America. In Ethnic America, Thomas Sowell provides a useful and 
concise record tracing the history of nine ethnic groups: the Irish, the 
Germans, the Jews, the Italians, the Chinese, the Japanese, the Blacks, 
the Puerto Ricans, and the Mexicans.

Sowell offers perspective-building facts, such as that there are more 
people of Irish ancestry in the United States than in Ireland and more 
Jews than in Israel, and explains each ethnic group’s varied experiences 
in adapting to American society.

“[This] should be required reading for anyone interested in 
policy questions involving race and ethnicity....

The book’s extraordinary merit is its application of demographic 
and economic analysis to historical and social materials.” 

—New Republic

Thomas Sowell has taught economics at Cornell, UCLA, Amherst, 
and other academic institutions, and his Basic Economics has been 
translated into six languages. He is currently a scholar in residence at the 
Hoover Institution, Stanford University. He has been published in both 
academic journals and such popular media as the Wall Street Journal, 
Forbes magazine, and Fortune, and he writes a syndicated column that 
appears in newspapers across the country.
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