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ACTUAL SIZE

In this boldly drawn portrait of eighteenth-century England, Roy Porter 
defines a nation from its princes to its paupers, from its metropolis to its 
smallest hamlet. The topics covered run the gamut, covering diet, housing, 
prisons, rural festivals, bordellos, plays, paintings, and work and wages.

Roy Porter’s new edition of his celebrated book of English cultural history 
was revised in light of changes in the climate of debate that occurred in the 
seven years after its first publication.

Roy Porter (1946–2002) was a British historian noted for his prolific work 
on the history of medicine. He wrote or edited over one hundred books. In 
addition to the history of medicine and other sciences, he specialized in the 
social history of eighteenth-century Britain and the Enlightenment. He also 
wrote and lectured on the history of London.

He was, until his retirement, a professor at the Wellcome Institute for the 
History of Medicine.

Simon Vance is the winner of numerous Earphones Awards 
and the prestigious Audie® Award in 2006. Born in England, 
he worked for ten years as a radio news announcer for the BBC 
and as a narrator for the Royal National Institute for the Blind. 
Besides narrating, he is involved in numerous stage-acting 
projects in the United States and Europe.
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