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When a boatload of Dutch Calvinists settled the southernmost tip of Africa, 
they were convinced by their strict faith that they were among the “elect,” 
chosen by God to rule over the world. These first colonists would, over time, 
take on the black tribes, fortune hunters in search of diamonds and gold, 
and the scarlet-clad regiments of Queen Victoria. Their bloody, ferocious, 
and fervent saga would culminate three centuries later in one of human 
history’s most notorious political regimes, the establishment of apartheid, 
and a nation built solely on a system of racism.

An international best-seller that has been praised throughout Europe, 
Lapierre’s tragic yet heroic history of South Africa now appears for the first 
time in English.

“Dominique Lapierre raises the curtain on the history of South Africa. 
Three and a half centuries...a sublime epic full of terrible dramas.” —

Le Point magazine, France 

Dominique Lapierre is the author of numerous best-sellers, including The 
City of Joy and A Thousand Suns. He is coauthor, with Larry Collins, of 
international best-sellers, including Is Paris Burning?, O Jerusalem!, and 
Freedom at Midnight. The City of Joy, O Jerusalem!, and Is Paris Burning? 
have all inspired major motion pictures. He lives in France.

Stefan Rudnicki, a Grammy-winning audiobook producer, has 
narrated more than one hundred audiobooks. A recipient of multiple 
AudioFile Earphones Awards, he was awarded the coveted Audie® 
Award for solo narration in both 2005 and 2007, and was named as 
one of AudioFile’s Best Voices of the Year in 2008.
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