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In a small North Carolina town, one man struggles to save his family after 
America loses a war that will send it back to the Dark Ages.

Already cited on the floor of Congress and discussed in the corridors of the 
Pentagon as a book all Americans should read, One Second After is the story 
of a war scenario that could become all too terrifyingly real. Based upon a 
real weapon—the Electro-Magnetic Pulse (EMP)—which may already be in 
the hands of our enemies, it is a truly realistic look at the awesome power of a 
weapon that can destroy the entire United States, literally within one second.

In the tradition of On the Beach, Fail Safe, and Testament, this book, set in 
a typical American town, is a dire warning of what might be our future—and 
our end.

“[An] entertaining apocalyptic thriller….fans of such classics as Alas, 
Babylon and On the Beach will have a good time as Forstchen tackles 

the obvious and some not-so- obvious questions the apocalypse 
tends to raise.”—Publishers Weekly 

WILLIAM R. FORSTCHEN published his first novels while teaching high 
school in Maine. In 1989, he won an Andrew’s Fellowship to Purdue University 
where he pursued his Ph.D. in history with a specialization in the American 
Civil War. His doctoral dissertation became the foundation for his award-
winning novel We Look Like Men of War. He is now an associate professor of 
history at Montreat College in North Carolina.

JOE BARRETT has appeared both on and off Broadway as well as in 
hundreds of radio and television commercials. He has narrated books by 
such authors as Larry McMurtry, Jay McInerney, and Andy McNab.
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